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ABSTRACT 

A system and method for tracking and controlling access to 
objects such as keys includes a lockable storage cabinet adapted 
to receive, store, and dispense objects within transparent 
security containers. A control computer is operably coupled to 
the cabinet. Information about objects, such as their weight, an 
image, or magnetic characteristics, is extracted by sensors when 
the objects within their containers are dispensed to a user or 
checked in by a user. This information is compared to a data 
base of the same information previously extracted for these 
objects. From the comparison, the connected control computer 
verifies that the objects present in the security container are 
the objects expected to be in the security container. If they 
are not, then theft or tampering is indicated and the computer 
takes remedial actions such as setting alarms or notifying 
security personnel. 



